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Macao, Oct. 28, 1533. 
Fire at Canton.—One of the destructive fires which 
occur almost annually im Canton during the cold and 
dry season, occurred on Tuesday and Wednesday 
last, and we regret to gny eaiturely destroyed the Danish 
and Spanish bongs, and a portion of the French. ‘The 
bre was hrat observed from the factories, at between 
sx and seven o'clack of Tueeday evening; it was 
then at aconmderable distance, in a northwest direc 
tion from the factories, bet the wind blowing also 
irom that quarter, msoon assumed a threatening ap- 
pearance The flames spread with great rapidity, and 
extended over a vast exicmt of the euburbe of the city 
ihe torewea bongs by abow: midnight were in imm- 
nent danger, and it Was af ope tame leared thal the 
whole of them would be deetroved . ittle alter 
midnught the fire reached the porthwestern-most fa: 
ory, and soon epread alome the whole of the Vanish 
and “panes hoags, and pew China areet, which were 
faily destroyed, and had thye 
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Tranelation of Chinese Text of a Letter from 
The Emperor of Qhina to the President of the 


United States, dated December 16, 13844. 


His Imperial Majesty hopes the Fresident is well. 
WE have graciously commanded that the Imperial middle 
flowery (kingdom) and (the countries of) the inner and 
outer seas are to be regarded as one family. Early in 
the Spring the Gommissioner of your honorable country, 
Caleb Qushing, presented his credentials. He came from 
a great distance to OUR Province of Kwangtung, passing 
through many seas and suffering many hardships before 
arriving at his destination. WE could not bear to 
order him to submit to the hardshivs of tuarther travel 
(and thus) he was prevented from coming to Peking and 
being received in audience. WE specially appointed as 
Imperial Commissioner Ch'i Ying (Kiying,) an Imperial 
‘Clansman, to receive him and to negotiate all business. 
Subsequently the Imperial Commissioner submitted to US 


your letter, respectfully petitioning that the contents 


be noted. It was read with much pleasure and gratifica- 


tion. The regulations of trade which have been agreed 
to have received OUR careful consideration. They are 
carefully and minutely drawn up and are satisfactory. 
They are to be eternally respected. Citizens of the 
United States are permitted to proceed to Canton, Amoy, 
Foochow, Ningpo and Shanghai and are free to engage in 
trade at these places in accordance with the articles 
(of the regulations.) This will promote friendly 
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relations for all time and be of mutual benefit to 
peoples of our two countries. It is expected that the 
President will also be much gratified. 

Tao Kuang 24th year, llth moon, 7th day (Dec. 16, 
1844) 

SEAL. 


Translator's Note: 


The above is a translation of the Chinese text of 
a letter from Emperor Tao Kuang to President Tyler, dated 
December 16, 1844, in reply to the President's letter to 
the Emperor which was taken to China by Caleb Cushing, 
the first American Commissioner to China. The text of 
the President's letter may be found on pages 565 and 566 of 
Williams' MIDDLE KINGDOM, 

The original of the Emperor's letter is a scroll on 
yellow silk in QGhinese and Manchu, with the Imperial Seal 
at the top between the two texts. 

The superiority of the Emperor over the President is 
emphasized in the text, as follows; 

The characters for "President" are used without 
honorifics, while those for "Emperor" are preceded by 
the character "Great." The importance of the Emperor 
is emphasiged by the position of the three characters 
for "The Great Emperor (His Imperial Highness)" at the 
beginning of the letter. The openizns ser.tence is in 
colloquial Chinese, as if addressed to an illiterate 
person. The second sentence reyuires no comment. 

The form of the letter my possible have been influenc- 
ed to some extent by that of President Tyler's communication 
which is described in the MIDDLE KINGDOM as "A singular mix- 
ture of patronizing and deprecatory address." 

The reference to Cushing being "prevented" from coming 
to Peking relates to his demand to be allowed to pay his 
respects in person to the Emperor. The demand was refused, 
The Chinese being averse at that time to permitting the 
foreign envoys to proceed to the capital. 

The letter apparently emboides a ratification by the 
Chinese Government of the first Sino-American Treaty, signed 
at Wanghia on July 3, 1844. 
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